
Summer Enrichment 
Seniors: Class of 2020 

OVERVIEW & PURPOSE 

To develop the reading habits that will help you in school and in life, we encourage you 

to find good books.  Read as a family, read with a friend, read in the morning, read at 

night.  Make reading a habit, as instinctual as checking your phone. 

We believe that reading is good and know that habitual readers do well in school.  First 

year college students are expected to read 5,000 pages! Are you ready?  Sustained 

reading increases vocabulary, solidifies academic gains, and helps ensure college 

success.  Reading also helps us grow in empathy, knowledge, and curiosity.  

REQUIREMENTS  1

1. High Honors: one book from the list, one book of choice, and Sarum by Edward 

Rutherfurd. 

2. Honors: one book from the list and one book of choice. 

3. College Prep: one book from the list and one book of choice.  

You are required to write a brief essay on a book from the list.  You must prepare a book 

talk for your second book.  

SUMMER READING 

This summer’s reading list is taken from the Alex Awards, which are given to ten books 

written for adults that have special appeal to young adults.  Check out the Young Adult 

Library Services Association’s (YALSA) Teen Book Finder Database 

(http://booklists.yalsa.net/) for your independent selections.We encourage parents to work 

with students to discover and select appropriate titles.  If  there is a book that you want to 

read that is not on this list or if  you want to challenge yourself with a classic or a work of 

1 For all levels, the book of choice may also be from the list.  
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nonfiction, please email the English Department (msulzycki@notredame.org). 

“The Black God’s Drums,” By P. Djèlí Clark, Published by Tor.com. Creeper has her sights 

on leaving the streets of New Orleans and starting a new adventure on an airship. But 

first she will need to partner with the reluctant Captain Ann-Marie to save a kidnapped 

Haitian scientist and stop the use of a dangerous weapon. Wildly original with spy nuns 

and sky pirates, this steampunk alternate history is a winning adventure.  

“The Book of Essie,” By Meghan MacLean Weir, Published by Knopf. Essie, the youngest 

family member of Evangelical television reality stars, is pregnant and refuses to name 

the father. The showrunners--and her parents--decide the best solution is for Essie to 

marry quickly with lots of hype to increase ratings. Celebrity, scandal, and reality TV 

make for a wicked, compulsively readable combination. 

“Circe,” By Madeline Miller, Published by Little, Brown and Company. Spurned by her 

fellow gods for her lack of beauty and power, minor goddess Circe seeks out mortals 

instead and finds in herself a new ability: witchcraft, and the power to transform men 

into monsters. Coming of age over the span of a thousand years, Circe--and the 

reader--must find safe harbor in this ongoing epic of gods and men.   

“Educated: A Memoir,” By Tara Westover, Published by Random House. Raised in an 

extremist family and barely homeschooled, Tara Westover decides that education is 

more important than family.  Breaking ties, forging new relationships, and unlearning 

much of what she’s grown up "knowing" prove to be nearly insurmountable. This 

stirring memoir shows that ignorance is not bliss, and that knowledge is power. 

“The Girl Who Smiled Beads: A Story of War and What Comes After,” By Clemantine 

Wamariya and Elizabeth Weil, Published by Crown Publishing Group. In 1994, 

six-year-old Clemantine and her fifteen-year-old sister flee the Rwandan Genocide and 

spend the next six years surviving refugee camps before arriving in America. This is 

Clemantine’s story--that of a survivor, a refugee, and an immigrant who defies stereotype 

time and time again. 

“Green,” By Sam Graham-Felsen, published by Random House. In 1992 Boston, David 

Greenfield hates being one of the few white kids in his middle school where even his 

former best friend bullies him. He connects with a boy from the projects, but competition 

cause a rift in their blossoming friendship. A timely historical fiction, “Green” explores 

race, class, minority status, and the daily injustices of middle school life.   

“Home After Dark,” by David Small, illustrated by the author, published by Liveright. 
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After his mother abandons them, his father uproots thirteen-year-old Russell Pruitt to a 

rundown town in 1950s California. Russell tries to fit in while navigating a landscape of 

homophobic bullies and a serial animal killer.  David Small’s storytelling and lush 

illustrations capture all the uncertainties of adolescence in this coming of age story. 

“How Long ’Til Black Future Month?” By N. K. Jemisin, Published by Orbit. Author N.K. 

Jemison is a master worldbuilder, and this collection of short stories is a weird, wild, and 

original reimagining of both the past and the future, celebrating resistance and action 

and speaking truth to power.  

“Lawn Boy,” By Jonathan Evison, Published by Algonquin Books. Twenty-something Mike 

Muñoz is passionate about the art of landscaping--a fresh cut lawn and a creative 

topiary. Caught between taking care of his mother and brother and trying to strike out 

on his own, Mike is not-so-patiently waiting for a lucky break. His struggle is familiar and 

heartbreaking, and it’s impossible not to root for him as he chases the elusive American 

Dream. 

“Spinning Silver,” by Naomi Novik, published by Del Rey. Miryem has earned a 

reputation for turning silver into gold, but soon her talent gains unwanted attention 

from a cold, cruel fae king. Now Miryem finds herself trapped in a bargain that will 

change her life and the lives of those around her in this magical, multilayered fairy tale. 

SUMMER READING ESSAY 

Write a 300-500 word essay (typed) that answers the following version of the  reporters’ 2

questions (5Ws&H).  You should refer to specific passages and cite page numbers. Your 

response to each question can serve as a paragraph in the larger essay.  A quality essay 

will demonstrate an understanding of and engagement with the characters, conflicts, 

and themes of the book.  This essay will be due on the first full day of class.  

● Who are you as a reader?  How does this book fit in with or compare to other 

books you have read? 

● What did you read? What was it about? 

● When did you read this book?  Describe your reading process for this book.   

● Where does this book take place? Describe at least one setting in detail. 

● Why do you think this book was chosen or nominated for an award? What does it 

do well? 

2 Please email Mr. Marc Sulzycki (msulzycki@notredame.org) with any questions. 
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● How has this book changed or deepened the way you think about something? 

Explain. 

 

BOOK TALK 

Prepare to deliver a book talk on your second book.  You will be asked by your teacher to 

present or film this during the first days of class. 

 

OPENING  

● Hook your audience! 

● Read a quote from the book, ask a question of your audience, 

● introduce the main character, vividly set the scene, 

● or do a combination of a few of these techniques. 

● Make sure to also give the title and author of the book. 

SUMMARY  

● In a paragraph or two, summarize the plot of the book. 

● Be sure that your summary introduces the main character, identifies 

● the problem, and leads us toward the solution-- 

● without giving away the ending! 

IMPRESSION 

● Share your opinion! 

● How did you feel about the book? 

● What did you think of the author? 

● Would you recommend it to others? 

● What would you rate it? 

CLOSING 

● Entice your audience! 

● Ask a rhetorical question, read a quote from the book, use a 

● cliffhanger, or do a combination of these techniques. 

● Remember, your book talk should flow nicely, like a commercial. 

● It should not be a giant list answering these questions! 

SAT PREP 

Every student has access to Khan Academy’s free SAT Test prep through his or her 

College Board account.  Students can work on individual skills, take practice tests, and 
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develop a plan of study for the fall exams.  We greatly encourage students to do this. 

COLLEGE ESSAY 

Summer is a great time to get started on the college application essay.   Here are the 

prompts for the Common App.  The essay length is capped at 650 words. There will be a 

College Essay Workshop day in October for students to work on and revise their essays. 

Even though this is not a requirement, there is a lot going on senior year, and it might 

relieve some stress if you get this started. 

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful 

they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, 

then please share your story.  

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to later success. 

Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. How did it affect you, and 

what did you learn from the experience? 

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What prompted 

your thinking? What was the outcome? 

4. Describe a problem you've solved or a problem you'd like to solve. It can be an 

intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma - anything that is of personal 

importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took 

or could be taken to identify a solution. 

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of personal 

growth and a new understanding of yourself or others. 

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose all track 

of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn 

more?  

7. Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already written, one 

that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design. 
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